FOUR       TALES        BYrZELIDE

gracious manner completed the prepossession her
physiognomy had caused.    She had become a
great favourite with a Parisian lady whom she had
met at her relative's house, and this lady now
invited her to Stay at her country seat.    Julia
succeeded m obtaining her father's consent, and,
after he had counselled her never to forget her
rank, he permitted her to depart.   Her hostess was
very wealthy and had an only son, who was, never-
theless, both amiable and well brought up.   He
was personable, Julia was pretty; they pleased
each other at first sight and did not, at the begin-
ning, think either to show or to conceal their
feeling.    Soon, however, they let  it be under-
stood, and found each other all the more amiable
when assured of pleasing.   In company, at table,
or when walking, Valamcourt would murmur or
hint some tender thought to Julia; but, as soon as
they were alone and they might have spoken
freely, he ceased to address her.    She was sur-
prised at this and yet satisfied; either she had read
or had divined that love is timid when it is ardent
and delicate, and although no speech would have
pleased her like her lover's, she was equally happy
in his silence.

Valamcourt had, however, in addition to the
reasons that Julia surmised, a further reason for
silence that she did not know. She had seen that
he had fine eyes, fair hair, and beautiful teeth; she
had found in him sweetness, intelligence, and
generosity, and she had remarked order, decency,
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